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	With whom in Cyprus can a person be reunited?

	
	
	

	Spouse

Children
Other Family Members

Asylum Process
 Other Forms of Protection
	
	A person outside the European Union can be reunited with a recognized refugee in Cyprus if that person is:

His/her spouse.
 Family formation should predate the entry into Europe.
 In the event of a polygamous marriage, where the sponsor already has a spouse living with him/her in Cyprus, the family reunification of a further spouse shall not be authorised.
Minor unmarried children of the refugee and/or of his/her spouse, including legally adopted children. In the event of a polygamous marriage, family reunification with children of a further spouse shall not be authorised.

Where an unaccompanied minor is a refugee in Cyprus, his/her parent (father or mother) can join him/her in Cyprus. 
No other family members are included in the definition of the family member. 
Only persons who have been granted refugee status have the right to family reunification in Cyprus. Persons who are still in the asylum procedure in Cyprus do not have the right to family reunification.
Beneficiaries of subsidiary protection
 do not have the right to family reunification.


	With whom can an unaccompanied child in Cyprus be reunited?

	
	
	

	
	
	Where an unaccompanied minor is a refugee in Cyprus, his/her parent (father or mother) can join him/her in Cyprus. 

	What conditions should be met?

	
	
	

	
	
	The request for family reunification must be made no later than three months after the family member has been granted refugee status in Europe. 

If the request is not made within three months, the refugee in Cyprus will have to prove s/he has sufficient resources to maintain the family, sickness insurance, and adequate standards of housing.  

	How to apply for family reunification?

	
	
	

	
	
	The application for family reunification should be made by the refugee in Cyprus. The application must be submitted as a written request to the Civil Registry and Migration Department.
 

	How to prove family links?

	
	
	

	Official documents
	
	Official documents, including copies of passports/travel documents for the sponsor and the family members, are required by Law in order to prove family links, as they are considered the most reliable source of information.  
In practice, the following official documents are requested: 

· Original or true copies of national passports

· Marriage certificates

· Birth certificates

· Marital status certificates of children
· Sole-guardianship certificates
· Medical heath certificates of children
There is an expectation that all public documents issued abroad must:

a) be certified with an Apostille (if the country has signed the 1961 Hague Convention) or be certified by the Ministry  of Foreign Affairs of the country of origin; AND 
b) be certified by the Embassy or Consulate of Cyprus in the country of origin (or nearest embassy). 
Documents must be officially translated into Greek or English by the Press and Information Office in Cyprus.


	Other documents or information
	
	If no official documents are available, other documents such as family photos, letters, statutory declarations can be accepted as evidence proving family links. The authorities may decide to interview the sponsor or/and family members and conduct additional enquiries if deemed necessary. 
Applications may not be rejected solely on the basis of lack of evidence.

	DNA tests
	
	DNA tests are not required. 

	What travel documents are needed?

	
	
	

	Travel documents
	
	In order to travel, a valid travel document such as a national passport, a travel document issued by a national authority, or a Refugee Travel Document is required. If neither is available, Cyprus can issue a one-way laissez-passer for this purpose.

	Visa
	
	A visa for family reunification purposes will also need to be obtained from the embassy of Cyprus.
 The cost of a visa is approximately 35 euros.
The applicant and family members are responsible for the cost of travel.

	How long will it take? 

	
	
	

	
	
	Applications are usually examined within 6 months, with a maximum time period of 9 months provided for by law.
Family members joining a refugee in Cyprus receive the same legal status as their sponsor and are subject to the same requirements for long-term residence.

	UNHCR family reunification contact point in Cyprus  


       Olga Komiti: komiti@unhcr.org   

� The minimum age as specified in the Refugee Law is 21 for both spouses. Unmarried partners cannot apply for family reunification. 


� However, in practice, on some occasions family reunification has been granted for spouses whose marriage was contracted after the refugee’s arrival in Cyprus.


� Subsidiary protection: EU law provides that Member States shall grant subsidiary protection status to a third country national or a stateless person who does not qualify as a refugee but in respect of whom substantial grounds have been shown for believing that if s/he is returned to the country of origin or, in the case of a stateless person, the country of former habitual residence, s/he would face a real risk of serious harm.


� There is no specific family reunification application form. 


� It is only possible to obtain this visa at an Embassy or Consulate of Cyprus; no other embassy is authorized to issue this visa. 





3

